











MANN MADE

Capt. Paul Mann

couldn’ttake my call — because he was unloading
adelivery truck. That and prioritizing a customer’s
build schedule are uncommon tasks for the head of
a custom yacht-building company, and they offer
tremendous insight into the kind of boatbuilding
shop Mannruns. Heisjustasinvolved in every hull
that leaves his shop today as he was some 30 years
ago when, at age 25, he built his first boat. € “All I
wanted to do back then was run fishing charters,”
Mann says, “so I built a boat. But then someone
else wanted one. And then someone else again. For
16 years, I ran charters, often working seven days
a week, while during the oftseason I would build
boats ... but at some point, the boatbuilding time
started spilling into the fishing time. Something
had to give.” § Asmuch as heloved fishing, he grew
tolove the building and design process, of taking a
stack of wood and turning itinto a custom-crafted
keepsake. He moved on from single-screw charter
boats to sport-fishing yachts, with afleet today that
ranges from 52 to 81 feet length overall from his
shop in Manns Harbor, North Carolina, between
Albemarle and Pamlico sounds. § “Custom boat-
building is the best form of art you can do without
being what most people would call an artist or an
architect,” he says. “Iwas lucky in that I was born
1n a time when we didn’t have specialists. Back then,
you had one doctor who you saw for most anything,
not like today when you have a different specialist
for every issue. It was the same way when it came
to building boats. So early on, I worked on every
aspect of the process. I learned how to work the
wood, but I alsolearned howto align a shaft. Today,
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TOURNAMENT PROVEN
Paul Mann’s vessels win tournaments. In 2017, the 57-foot
Naira won the Presidential Aruba Caribbean Cup; the
56-foot Qualifier was top boat at the Virginia Beach Billfish
Tournament; and the 58-foot Lo Que Sea won the
54th annual Buccaneer’s Cup Sailfish Release Tournament.
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Mann builds his boats two ways: plank-on-frame construction or with a jig, depending on owner preference. JUNE 2018 YACHTING 41

A






